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Dr. Harvey Daniels began teaching high school on the west side of 

Chicago in 1969. Since that time, he has been a city and suburban 

classroom teacher, writing project director, author, and university 

professor. Also known as “Smokey,” Dr. Daniels received all of his 

degrees—B.A., M.A., and Ph.D.—from Northwestern University. He now 

serves as an international consultant to schools, districts, and educational 

agencies. In these eff orts, Dr. Daniels regularly teaches demonstration 

lessons in classrooms, leads seminars and workshops for teachers, and 

collaborates with school leaders on long-term change eff orts. 

Dr. Daniels is well-known for his pioneering work on student-led book 

clubs, as recounted in Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in Book Clubs and 

Reading Groups (2002) and his newer title, Minilessons for Literature Circles 

(2004). He has authored or co-authored eleven other books on language, 

literacy, and education. His most recent work involves nonfi ction 

comprehension and composition and is outlined in Subjects Matter: 

Every Teacher’s Guide to Content-Area Reading (2004) and Content Area 

Writing: Every Teacher’s Guide (2007). Both books help students to better 

understand, remember, and apply what they read in English classes 

and across the curriculum. Dr. Daniels is on the faculty of National-Louis 

University in Chicago and is Founding Director of the Walloon Institute. 
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